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To Singe, v.a. [ penjan, Saxon; fenghen, Dutch.] To 
fcorch ; to burn Rightly or fopcrficially. 

They bound the dodtor. 

Whole beard they have fing’d oft with brands of fire. Shak. 

You folph’rous and thought executing fires, 

Singe my white head. “ Shakefpeare. 

Drake, in the vaunting (lile of a foldier, would call this 
enterprize the fingeing of the king of Spain’s beard. Bacon. 

That neither v/AsJi>tged \n the combultion of Phaeton, nor 
overwhelmed by the inundation of Deucalion. Brown. 

I hey leave a finged bottom all involv’d 
With flench and (moke. Milton's Paradife Lojl. 

IJinged the toes of an ape through a burning-glafs, and he 
never would endure it after. " L’Efirange. 

Thus riding on his curls he feem’d to pafs 
A rolling fire along, and finge the grafs. Dryden. 

Si nger. n.f. [from fmg. ] One that lings; one whole pro- 
fefiion or bufinefs is to fing. 

His filching was like an unlkilful fwger , he kept not time. 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of Windfor. 
I gat me m ervfingers and women fingers , and the delights of 
the (ons of men. Ecd. ii. 8. 

To the chief finger on my (fringed inftruments. Hal. iii. 

Thy heart no ruder than the rugged (lone, 

I might, like Orpheus, with my num’rous moan 
JVlelt to companion : now my trait’rous fong 
With thee confpires to do the finger wrong. Waller. 

Cockbirds amongft finging birds are ever the better fingers, 
bccaufe they are more lively. Bacon's Natural Hi/lory. 

The birds know how to chufc their fare; 

To peck this fruit they all forbear : 

Thofe cheerful fingers know not why 
1 hey fhould make any hade to die. TValler. 

The Grecian tragedy was at firft nothing but a chorus of 
fingers. , Dryden. 

Si'ngingmaster. n.f. [fing and majlcr.~\ One who teaches 
to fing. 

He employed an itinerant fingingmaflcr to inftrudl them 
rightly in the tunes of the pfalms. Add'fon's Spectator. 

SINGLE, adj. [ fingulus, Latin.] 

1. One ; not double; not more than one. 

The words are clear and eafy, and their originals are of 
fugle fignification without any ambiguity. South. 

Some were fingle 3dls, though each compleat; 

But ev’ry adl (food ready to repeat. Dryden. 

Then Thcfeus join’d with bold Pirithous came, 

A fingle concord in a double name. Dryden. 

High Alba, 

A lonely defart, and an empty land. 

Shall fcarce afford, for needful hours of red, 

A fugle houfe to their benighted gued. AddiJon on Italy. 
Where the poefy or oratory (hines, a fugle reading is not 
diffident to fatisfy a mind that has a true tade; nor can we 
make the fulled improvement of them without proper re¬ 
views. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 

2. Particular; individual. 

As no fingle man is born with a right of controuling the 
opinions of all the red, fo the world has no title to demand 
the whole time of any particular perfon. Pope. 

If one Jingle word were^to exprefs but one fimple idea, and 
nothing clfe, there would be fcarce any milfake. Watts. 

3. Not compounded. 

As fimple ideas are oppofed to complex, and fingle ideas to 
compound, fo propofitions are diftinguiftied : the Englifh 
tongue has Pome advantage above the learned languages, which 
have no ufual word to didinguifh fugle from fimple. IVills. 

4. Alone; having no companion ; having no aflidant. 

Servant of God, well had thou fought 
The better fight, who fugle had maintain’d 
Againlt revolted multitudes the caufeof truth. Milton. 

Hiswifdom fuch, 

Three kingdoms wonder, and three kingdoms fear, 

Whild fugle he dood forth. Denham. 

In fweet pofleffion of the fairy place, , 

Single and confcious to myfelf alone, 

Of pleafures to th’ excluded world unknown. Dryden. 

5. Unmarried. 

Is the fugle man therefore blefied ? no: as a walled town is 
more worthier than a village, fo is the forehead of a married 
man more honourable than the bare brow of a batchclor. Shak. 

Pygmalion 

Abhorr’d all womankind, but mod a wife; 

So fingle chofe to live, and (hunn’d to wed. 

Well pleas'd to want a conforr of his bed. Dryd.n. 

6. Not complicated; not duplicated. 

To make flowers double is efleffed by often removing them 
into new earth ; as, on the contrary, double flowers, by ne- 
glccfingand not removing, prove Jingle. Bacon's hat. Hi//. 

7. Pure; uncorrupt; not double minded ; fimple. A fcriptural 

fenfe. . / T 11 - ‘ ■ d* ^ ' 

The light of the body is the eye: if thine eye be Jingle, thy 
whole body (hall be full of light. Alat. vi. 22. 
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8. That in which one is oppofed to one. 

He, when his country, threaten’d with alarmt. 

Shall more than once the PunicR bands affri-hr, * 

Shall kill the Gaulifli'king \t\fitigle fight. ° - 

To Si'ngle. v. a. [from the adjiaivc.]* 

1. To chufe out from among others. 

I faw him in the battle range about, 

And how h t finged Clifford forth. Shake/. y. 

Every man may have a peculiar favour, which although 
not perceptive unto man, yet fcnfiblc unto dogs, who herebv 
can fugle out their mader in the dark. “ / 

Do’d thou already fingle me? I thought 
Gyves and the mill had tam’d thee. " Milton's Agorfifi c < 
Begin, aufpicious boy, to cad about 
Thy infant eyes, and with a finite thy mother fingle out Dn 
Single the lowlied of the am'rous youth • 

Aik for his vows, but hope not for his truth. p r ;. r 

2. To fequeder; to withdraw. 

Yea (imply, faith Bafil, and univerfally, whether it be in 
works of nature, or of voluntary choice, I fee not any thin.r 
done as it fhould be, if it be wrought bv an agent /in Ain, \? 
felf from con forts. ' w J J,f 

ry* . , MOOtCr, 

3. I o take alone. 

Many men there are, than whom nothing is more commend¬ 
able when they ar c Jingled-, and yet, in focicty with other*! 
none lefs fit to anfwcr the duties which are looked for at their 

h f. ,u!s ; Hooker. 

4. I o (eparate. 

Hardly they heard, which by good hunters f -gledzre. Sitln. 

Si'ngi.eness. n.f. [from fugle.] Simplicity; (inccrity; hoi,eft 
plainncfs. 

It is not the deepnefs of their knowledge, but the ftr’erfs 
of their belief, which God accepteth. ’ Hooker. 

Si'nglt. adv. [from fingle.] 

1. Individually; particularly. 

If the injured perfon be not righted, every one of them is 
wholly guilty of the injudice, andTcrefore hound to rcliitu- 
tion Jengly and intirely. Taylor’s Rule of living hh. 

They tend to the pcrfedlion of human nature, and to make 
men fngly and perfonally good, or tend to the happinefs of 
fociery. TilUtfon's Serums. 

2. Only; by himfelf. 

Look thee, ’tis fo ; thou fngly honed man. 

Here take: the gods out ot my mifery 

Have font thee treafure. Shake/. Timcn of Mats. 

3. Without partners or allociatcs. 

Belinda 

Burns to encounter two advent’rous knights. 

At ombre fngly to decide their doom. Fopt. 

4. Honedly ; (imply ; (inccrely. 

SI'NGULAR. adj. [ fngulier , Kr. fingularis, Latin.] 

1. Single; not complex ; not compound. 

'1 hat idea which reprefents one particular determinate thing 
is called a fingular idea, whether fimple, complex, or com¬ 
pound. Watts. 

2. [In grammar.] Exprefling only one; not plural. 

If St. Paul’s fpeaking of himfelf in the fird perfon fingular 
has fo various meanings, his ufe of the fird perfon plural has 
a greater latitude. Lodi. 

3. Particular; unexampled. 

So fingular a fadnefs 

Mud have a cauf’e as ((range as the effect. Denham's Sophs- 
Doubtlefs, if you are innocent, your cafe is extremely 
hard, yet it is not fingular. Female .Quixote. 

4. Having fomething not common to others. It is commonly 
ufed in a fenfe of difapprobation, whether applied to perfons 
or things. 

His zeal 

None feconded, as fingular and rafh. Milton. 

It is very commenda- le to be fingular in any excellency, and 
religion is the greated excellency: tube fingular in any thing tr>2t 
is vvife and worthy is not a difparagemcnt, but a praife. SilklJ- 

5. Alone; that of which there is but one. 

Thefe buds of the emperors and empreffes arc all very 
fcarce, and Come of them almod fingular in their kind. Am]. 
Singularity, n.f. i Jingularitc, Fr. from fingular. 

Some character or quality by which one is diftinguiftied fiom 


1. 


others. 

Pliny addeth this Jingularity to that foil, that the fccond year 
the very falling down of the feeds yiddeth corn. Raleigh- 

Though, according to the practice of the world, it he fin¬ 
gular for men thoroughly to live up to the principles of their 
religion, yet Jingularity in this matter is a fingular commend..- 
tionof it.' ' “ ' fillotfon's Senncr.s. 

I took notice of this little figure for the Jingularity of the 
infirument: it is not unlike a violin. Addifon on itay- 

2. Any thing remarkable; a curiofity. 

Your gallery 

Have we pafs’d through, not without much content 

In many fingular it es ; but we faw not 

That which my daughter came to look upon, , 

The datue of her mother. Shak. Ilmter r a*. 

3. Particular 
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approbation of 
South. 
from fingular .] 


Particular privilege or prerogative. 

St Grc^orv, being himfelf a bifnop of Rome, and writing 
aTaiiid the t'itle of univerfal bifhop, faith thus: none of all 
“ nrcdeceflors ever confented to ufe this ungodly title ; no 
bilhup of Rome ever took upon him this name of J™£ u ~ 

Charafler or manners different from thofe of others. 

4 The fpirit of Angularity in a few ought to give place to pub- 

lick judgment. ' _ • r 

Singularity in fin puts it out of faflnon, fince to be alone in 
any pra§ice feems to make the judgment of the world againlt 
it; but the concurrence of others is a tacit approbation of 
that in which they concur. 

To Sl'xGUL ARIZE. v.a. [ fe fingular iJer, Tr. 

To make fingle. . , , 

Singularly, adv. [from fingular.'] Particularly; in a man¬ 
ner not common to others. . 

Solitude and fingularity can neither daunt nor difgracc him, 
unlefs we could fuppofe it a difgracc to be fing ularly good. South. 
Si'ngult. n.f. \fingultus, Latin.] A figh. Spenfer. 

Sinister, adj. [finifier , Latin.] 
j Being on the left hand; left; not right; not dexter. 

My mother’s blood- 

Runs on the dexter cheek, and this finifier 

Bounds in my fire’s. Shak. Tr oiitts and CreJfiJa. 

Captain Spurio, with his cicatrice, an emblem of war, 

. here on his finifier cheek. Shak. All's well that ends well. 

But a rib, crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 

More to the part finifier from me drawn. Milton's Pa. Loft. 
The fpleen is unjuftly introduced to invigorate the finifier 
fide, which, being dilated, wouid rather infirm and debi¬ 
litate it. Brown's Vulgar Eirours. 

In his finifier hand, inficad of ball, 

He plac’d a mighty mug of potent ale. Dryden. 

2 . Bad; perverfe; corrupt; deviating from honefty; unfair. 

Is it lo (Irr.nge a matter to find a good thing furthered by ill 
men of a finifier intent and purpofe, whole forwardnefs is not 
therefore a bridle to fuch as favour the fame caufc with a better 
and finccrc meaning. Ho kcr. 

Tneduke of Clarence was foon after by finifier means made 
clean away. Spenfer on Ireland. 

When are there more unworthy men chofcn to offices, when 
is there more ftrife and contention about elections, or when 
do partial and ftnijier afledlions more utter themfclvcs, than 
when an election is committed to many? IVhit gift e. 

He profefies to have received no finifier mcafure from his 
judge, but mo(t willingly humbles himfelf to the determina¬ 
tion of juftice. Shakeft Alcafure for Meafiure. 

Thofe may he accounted the left hands of courts; perfons 
that are full of nimble and finifier tricks and ftiifts, whereby 
they pervert the plain courfes of courts, and bring juftice into 
oblique lines and labyrinths. Bacon's Ejfayt. 

'I he juft perfon has given the world an affurancc, by the 
conftant tenor of his practice, that he makes a confcience of 
his ways, and that he fcorns to undermine another’s filtered 
bv any finifier or inferior arts. South. 

3. [Stnijlre, French,]. Unlucky; inaufpicious. 

I cnipt it again : that is thy adl, or none: 

What all the fcveral ills that vifit earth, 

Brought forth by night, with a finifter birth. 

Plagues, famine, fire, could not reach unto, 

Tkefword, nor forfeits, let thy fury do. Ben. John Son. 
SI NTS 1 ROUS. adj. [finifier, Latin.] Abford; perverfe; 
wrong-headed. 

A knave or fool can do no harm, even by the moft 
jiniftrous and abford choice. Bentley. 

SiNtstrqVslV. adv. [from JiniJlrcusf\ 

i. With a tendency to the left. 

Many in their infancy arc finijiroufiy difpofed, and divers 
continue all their life lett-handcd, and have but weak and im- 
perfecl ufe of the tight. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

\ Perverfely; abfordly. 

I oSINK. 1!.«. pret IJunk, anciently/?^ j part .^funk or J,unken. 

[pelican, Saxon; fenken , German.] 

!• 1 o fall down through any medium; not to fwim ; to £0 to 
the bottom. 

Make his chronicle as rich with prize. 

As is the oozy bottom of the Tea 

W ub Junttu wreck and fomlefs treafurics. Shakefp. II. V. 

In with the river/«//(•, and with it rofe, 
u- an ’ ' ,lvc, ' v 1,1 thing mid; then founht 
Where to lie hid. Milton's Paradife Lojl h. iv. 

}p lu or Jinks, or wades, or creeps or flies. Mitten. 

i he pirate finks with his ill-gotten gains. 

And liotliing to another’s ufe remains. Dryden 

Supponng ftvcral in a temped will rather perifo than work! 
r . , ** " ot , be madne l» ui the reft to chufe to fink toocthcr, 

Jt-ier than do more than their (hare r AddiJon on th° War 
gradually. 

“ arrov - out at I’*> i > heart, and he funk down in his 

„ „ 2 Kings ix. 2a. 

o enter or penetrate into any body. 

that rh‘V- O0k ‘‘ ' iu -" C and flan S if ’ and hriote the Philiftine, 
t!l< - done^w;^ into his lorclicad. x Sa. xvii. 49. 
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4. To Iofe height; to fail to a level. 

In vain has nature form’d 
Mountains and oceans to oppofe his pafi'age; 

He bounds o’er all, vidtorious in his march; 

The Alps and Pyreneans fink before him. AddiJon s CatSe 

5. To lofe or want prominence. 

What were his marks ?-A lean check, a blue eye -n 

funken. Shakefp. As you tike it. 

Deep dinted wrinkles on her checks (hedraws. 

Sunk are her eyes, and toothlefs are her jaws. Dryd>n. 

C. To be overwhelmed or deprefied. 

Our country finks beneath the yoke; 

It weeps, it bleeds, and each new day a gafli 

Is added to her wounds. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

They arraign’d fliall Jink 
Beneath thy fentence. 

But if you this ambitious pray’rdeny, 

Then let me fink beneath proud Arcitc’s arms; 

And, I once dead, let him pollefs her charms. Dryden. 

7. To be received; to be impreffed. 

Let thefe fayings fink down into your ears. Lu. ix. 44. 
Truth never finks into thefe mens minds, nor gives any 
tinchire to them. Locke. 

8. To decline; todecreafe; to decay. 

This republick has been much more powerful than it is at 
prefent, as it is iliil likelier to jink than increafc in its domi¬ 
nions. AddiJon on Italy . 

Let not the fire fink or flacken, but increafc. Mortimer. 

9. To fall into reft or indolence. 

Would’fl thou have me Jink away 
In pleafing dreams, and lofe myfelf in love. 

When every moment Cato’s life’s at (lake? AddiJon's Cato. 

10. To fall into any date vvorfe than the former; to tend to 
ruin. 

Nor urg’d the labours of my lord in vain, 

A Jinking empire longer to foltain. Drydtn’s Ain. 

To Sink. v. a. 

1. To put under water; to difable from fwimming or floating. 

A (mall fleet of Englifti made an bollile invafion. or incur- 
ftnn, upon their havens and roads, and fired, Junk, and carried 
away ten thoufand ton of their great (hipping, bcfidcs fmaller 
vcffels. Baion. 

2 . To delve; to make by delving. 

At Saga in Germany they dig up iron in the fields by jink¬ 
ing ditches two foot deep, and in the fpace of ten years the 
ditches are digged again for iron fince produced. Boyle. 

Near Geneva are quarries of freeftone, that run under the 
lake : when the water is at lowed, they make within the bor¬ 
ders of it a little fquare, inclofcd within four walls: in this 
fquare they Jink a pit, and dig for freeftone. Addifon. 

3. 'I o deprefs; to degrade. 

A mighty king I am, an earthly god; 

I raife or Jink, impril’on or fet free; 

And life or death depends on my decree; Prior. 

Trifling painters or fculptors beftow infinite pains upon the 
moft infignificant parts of a figure, ’till they fink the grandeur 
of the whole. Pope’s Ejfay on Homer. 

4. To plunge into dcftruclion. 

Hcav’n bear witnefs. 

And if I have a confcience let it f.nk me, 

Ev‘11 as the ax falls, if I be not faithful. Shakefpeare. 

5. To make to fall. 

I hefe are fo far from railing mountains, that they over¬ 
turn and fling down fome before (landing, and undermine 
others. Jinking them into the abyfs. Woodward. 

6. 1 o bring low ; to dimini(h in quantity. 

When on the banks of an unlook’d-for dream, 

You funk the river with repeated draughts, 

Who was the laft in all your hoft that thirfted ? Addifon. 

7. Tocrufh; to overbear ; to deprefs. 

I hat He6for was in certainty of death, and deprefied with 
the conlcicncc of an ill caufc : if you will not grant the firft of 
thefe will Jink the fpirit of a hero, you’ll at lead allow the fc¬ 
cond may. ' p 0 p e . 

8. roleffen; todiminifli. 

I hey catch at all opportunities of ruining our trade, and 
finking the figure which wc make. Addifon on the War. 

I mean not that we fhould fink our figure out of covetouf- 
nefs, and deny ourfelvcs the proper conveniences of our fta- 
tion, only that wc may lay up a foperfluous treafure. Rogers. 

9. I o make to deciinc. 

I’hy cruel and unnatural lull of power 
Has funk thy father more than all his years, 

And made him wither in a green old age. Rowe. 

To labour for a funk corrupted (late. Lyttleton. 

10. Tofopprefs; to conceal; to intervert. 

If feat with ready money to buy any thing, and you happen 
to be out of pocket, fink t c money, and take up the goods 
on account. Swift’s Rules to Servants. 

oink. n.f. [pne, Saxon.] 

1. A drain ; a jakes 

Should by the cormorant I cily be reftrain’d, 

-To is the fink o’ th’ body. S/.ake/p. Coriolanus. 

Bad 
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